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Just to the side and down the hill from the main farmhouse is a combined slave quarters and 
springhouse. This structure, with combined-function quarters, is typical of northern and western 
Maryland. The building was likely a one-story, one-bay springhouse first, with the slave 
quarters added ca. 1830. The building is typical for slave quarters in the region, with two bays, 
one window, one door, and 1V2 stories. It is constructed of limestone, with the rooms plastered 
and whitewashed to make them suitable for habitation. 
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The slave quarters / springhouse structure is significant as a typical example of combined-
function quarters in Maryland. The building is in a sense a material representation of Maryland's 
place as a "middle ground" between slave and free. In the south, and in southern and eastern 
Maryland, the economy was centered on crops like tobacco and cotton which depended on year-
round labor for tending, harvesting and processing. But in northern and western Maryland, 
wheat was the dominant crop, and it required additional hands primarily only for the several 
weeks of harvest time. Here slaveholdings were small. Farmers and laborers negotiated a mixed 
labor economy of slave and seasonal hired labor. Owners hired out slaves, found ways to rid 
themselves of non-producers like children and women who could not participate in the heavy 
labor of the harvest, and even took advantage of the labor of their slaves' free black family 
members to help support slaves and be available for work in the harvest. Mirroring this labor 
situation, farmers often economized by housing slaves in outbuildings that also served other 
service ftmctions rather than supporting rows of freestanding slave quarters. 

The distribution of slaves and a black population across northern Maryland roughly followed 
settlement patterns—emigrants of German heritage with no slaveholding tradition and favoring 
smaller farms who moved down from Pennsylvania across the northern and western portions of 
the counties and slaveholding emigrants of English backgrounds who were used to larger-scale 
farming moving from southern Maryland across the southern and eastern areas of the counties. 
The Roulette/Miller Farm illustrates an exception to that pattern. John Miller's grandfather was a 
German immigrant to Lancaster County, Pa. His father moved to the Sharpsburg vicinity in 
1792. The stone springhouse was originally a one story, one bay structure. A clear line in the 
stonework shows where two more bays and a half story loft were added to the building, 
corresponding to Miller's increasing his slave holdings from one in 1820 to three in 1840. 

In 1856, William Roulette married Margaret Ann Miller, daughter of John Miller. He purchased 
his father-in-law's farm, adjoining the Mumma farm and the Piper farm, in 1857. He never 
owned slaves, but in the I860 census two free blacks were listed as part of his household: Robert 
Simon, a 15-year-old farm hand, and Nancy Campbell, a 40-year-old woman employed as a 
servant. 
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Nancy Campbell was the former slave of Peter Miller, uncle of Margaret Ann Roulette. When 
Peter died in 1856, he owned "1 Colored Woman," appraised at $250.00. According to Peter's 
will, Nancy became the property of his son, Andrew Miller, who freed her in June 1859. Her 
Certificate of Freedom, issued by the county as proof that she was no longer a slave, described 
Nancy as "5 feet 1 Vi inches high, of a dark complexion, without perceptible marks upon her 
person." As single black women were particularly vulnerable in this economy, Campbell 
appears to have immediately taken employment in the Roulette home, where she remained for 
the rest of her life. 

Where Nancy, domestic servant, and Robert, farm hand, lived as employees on the Roulette farm 
is unknown. It is possible that both occupied the living quarters adjoining the springhouse 
formerly occupied by the slaves of John Miller. However, a room located directly above the 
kitchen in the main house seems a more likely location for Nancy as the family's domestic 
servant; a boxed stair leads from the upper room directly to the kitchen. 

Nancy Camel, as she later called herself, was a member of the Manor Church, a Dunker 
congregation north of Sharpsburg. At the time of her death in 1892, Camel's total worth was 
$867.04 in cash. Having never married, in her will she left most her money to Susan Rebecca 
Roulette, William's daughter, and to the children of both Peter and Andrew Miller. She was 
buried in the Manor Church cemetery under a gravestone inscribed, "Blessed are the dead which 
die in the Lord." 
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Edith B. Wallace, "Reclaiming Forgotten History: Preserving Rural African-American 
Resources in Washington County, Maryland" (master's thesis, Goucher College, 2003), 40-42, 
59-61,91, 135-136. 
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